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1.1. ExtentExtent of of childrenchildren’’ss workwork
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4.4. UnderstandingUnderstanding whywhy childrenchildren workwork

5.5. Policy OptionsPolicy Options





NumbersNumbers of of economicallyeconomically active active childrenchildren in in 
SanaSana’’aa appearappear to to bebe smallsmall but not but not negligiblenegligible ……

An estimated An estimated 
7,3957,395 77--14 year14 year--
olds (1.9 percent olds (1.9 percent 
of this age group) of this age group) 
are in economic are in economic 
activityactivity

Around Around 2,5002,500
working children working children 
(one(one--third of third of 
total) do not total) do not 
attend school attend school 

Table 1.Table 1. CHILD ACTIVITY STATUS, BY AGE GROUP AND SEX, CHILD ACTIVITY STATUS, BY AGE GROUP AND SEX, 
1999 REFERENCE YEAR1999 REFERENCE YEAR

Source: UCW calculations based on Source: UCW calculations based on National Poverty Survey, 1999.National Poverty Survey, 1999.

320,953320,95382.782.7156,855156,855
80.380.3164,097164,09785.185.1Total Total attendingattending

schoolschool

7,3957,3951.91.91,1861,186
0.60.66,2096,2092.22.2

Total eco. Total eco. activeactive

64,87964,87916.716.738,14338,14319.519.526,73626,73613.913.9
Neither involved in Neither involved in 
economic activity economic activity 
nor attending schoolnor attending school

4,9734,9731.31.37787780.40.44,1944,1942.22.2
Involved in Involved in 
economic activity economic activity 
andand attending schoolattending school

315,980315,98081.481.4156,077156,07779.979.9159,903159,90382.982.9OnlyOnly attendingattending
schoolschool

2,4232,4230.60.64084080.20.22,0152,0151.01.0Only involved in Only involved in 
economic activity economic activity 

No.No.%%No.No.%%No.No.%%

TotalTotalFemaleFemaleMaleMale

ChildrenChildren agedaged 77--14 14 yearsyears

ActivtityActivtity statusstatus



But the But the estimateestimate of 7,395 of 7,395 economicallyeconomically active active 
childrenchildren in in SanaSana’’aa constitutesconstitutes onlyonly a a preliminarypreliminary
resultresult

WhyWhy??

1.1. RefersRefers to 1999 to 1999 referencereference yearyear

2.2. Survey instrument (not a Survey instrument (not a childchild labour labour surveysurvey
per seper se)     )     

3.3. EstimateEstimate doesdoes not not includeinclude householdhousehold choreschores

4.4. EstimateEstimate doesdoes not not includeinclude «« unconditionalunconditional worstworst
formsforms »»

5.5. Question of large proportion of Question of large proportion of «« inactiveinactive »»
childrenchildren……



"inactive" children 

16.7%

children in 

economic activity 

1.9%
only 

attending 
school 81.4%

CategoryCategory of  of  «« inactiveinactive »» childrenchildren likelylikely reflectsreflects
to a large to a large extentextent unreportedunreported formsforms of of workwork……



Section 2.Section 2.

CHARACTERISTICS OF CHILDRENCHARACTERISTICS OF CHILDREN’’S S 
WORK IN SANAWORK IN SANA’’AA



boysboys’’
economiceconomic
activityactivity

There appears to be considerable specialisation in work There appears to be considerable specialisation in work 
activities by sexactivities by sex

Agriculture; 15%

Other; 6%

Construction; 2%
Manufacturing; 

7%

Transport; 1%Hotel/restaurant; 
7%

Commerce; 62%

Commerce; 38%Agriculture; 62%

girlsgirls’’
economiceconomic
activityactivity



The family is the most common work setting for both The family is the most common work setting for both 
boys and girlsboys and girls

Source: UCW calculations based on National Poverty Survey, 1999. 

100100100100100100TotalTotal

1,41,41,71,70,00,0
unpaid job (trainee or unpaid job (trainee or 
apprentice)apprentice)

61,961,960,160,171,771,7worksworks withinwithin familyfamily

3,83,83,03,08,38,3EmployerEmployer

11,511,59,99,920,020,0selfself--employedemployed

21,521,525,325,30,00,0EmployeeEmployee

TotalTotalMaleMaleFemaleFemaleEmploymentEmployment ModalityModality

Modality of employment, children aged 10-14 years, by sex



Working children in Sana'a put in very long Working children in Sana'a put in very long 
hours, greatly restricting their time for study and hours, greatly restricting their time for study and 
leisureleisure

NonNon--student working children logged an average of student working children logged an average of 
over 45 hours per week in 1999over 45 hours per week in 1999

student working children put in an average of student working children put in an average of 
almost 33 hour per week during the same reference almost 33 hour per week during the same reference 
year. year. 

worth remembering that these estimates from NPS worth remembering that these estimates from NPS 
1999 do not include any additional time spent 1999 do not include any additional time spent 
performing household chores. performing household chores. 

even six yeareven six year--old working children put in a 25 old working children put in a 25 --
hour workweek on average.hour workweek on average.



OtherOther evidenceevidence suggestssuggests workwork isis frequentlyfrequently
hazardoushazardous to to childrenchildren’’ss healthhealth and/or and/or safetysafety::

agricultureagriculture:: chemicals from use of pesticides, chemicals from use of pesticides, 
lengthy lengthy exposure to extreme cold and heat, handling exposure to extreme cold and heat, handling 
heavy heavy agricultural equipment and carrying heavy agricultural equipment and carrying heavy 
loads;loads;

constructionconstruction:: chemical toxins, handling paints;chemical toxins, handling paints;

car repaircar repair workshopsworkshops:: respiratory problems from respiratory problems from 
inhaling fumes, physical injuries, burns, electrocution;inhaling fumes, physical injuries, burns, electrocution;

machine weldingmachine welding:: lead poisoning, extreme heat; and lead poisoning, extreme heat; and 

restaurantsrestaurants:: abuseabuse..



Data on Data on schoolschool attendanceattendance suggestssuggests working working 
childrenchildren are are disadvantageddisadvantaged in in termsterms of of theirtheir
abilityability toto go go toto schoolschool

Source: UCW calculations based on National Poverty Survey, 1999. 

83,083,080,480,485,685,6NonNon--working childrenworking children

68,468,466,766,768,868,8Working childrenWorking children

TotalTotalMaleMaleFemaleFemaleActivityActivity

School attendance, children aged 6School attendance, children aged 6--14 years, by work status and sex14 years, by work status and sex



Section 3.Section 3.

«« WWORSTORST »» FORMS OF CHILD LABOURFORMS OF CHILD LABOUR



Street Street childrenchildren constituteconstitute the the mostmost vulnerablevulnerable
component of the component of the childchild populutionpopulution in in SanaSana’’aa::

street children arestreet children are beyond the scope of household beyond the scope of household 
surveys such as NPS surveys such as NPS 19991999;;

total numbers are not known but total numbers are not known but nonnon--negligiblenegligible; ; 

group is heterogeneous (some live on the street and group is heterogeneous (some live on the street and 
some just work there; some all year, some seasonal);some just work there; some all year, some seasonal);

whatever the exact number, recent evidence suggests whatever the exact number, recent evidence suggests 
that street children face harsh conditionsthat street children face harsh conditions……



AccordingAccording to an to an Enfants du mondeEnfants du monde baselinebaseline
surveysurvey::

oneone--half  live away from their parents, some with half  live away from their parents, some with 
relatives others in hotel rooms or in stores; relatives others in hotel rooms or in stores; 

43 percent spend more than 10 hours on the street 43 percent spend more than 10 hours on the street 
each day; each day; 

oneone--half suffer regularly from hunger and a half suffer regularly from hunger and a 
similar proportion must procure their own food; similar proportion must procure their own food; 

60 percent indicate often feeling 60 percent indicate often feeling ““sadsad””, , ““worried worried 
and and ““nervousnervous””; and ; and 

twotwo--thirds express their dislike of street life, with thirds express their dislike of street life, with 
violence being the main reason cited. violence being the main reason cited. 



82 percent indicated being 82 percent indicated being enrolled in schoolenrolled in school, though , though 
cases of irregular attendance were identified  cases of irregular attendance were identified  

sellingselling is by far the most common activity, accounting is by far the most common activity, accounting 
for 287 for 287 of the 347 children. of the 347 children. ““BeggingBegging”” accounted for accounted for 
only three children.only three children.

there appear to be substantial there appear to be substantial seasonal changesseasonal changes in the in the 
size and makesize and make--up of the street children population. up of the street children population. 



Section 4.Section 4.
UNDERSTANDING WHY UNDERSTANDING WHY 

CHILDREN WORKCHILDREN WORK



Multivariate  Multivariate  
analysis used analysis used 
to identify the to identify the 
influence of influence of 
various various 
individual, individual, 
household and household and 
community community 
characteristics characteristics 
of HH of HH 
decisions decisions 
relating to relating to 
childrenchildren’’s work s work 

0.740.0052-1.77-0.0019Female-child 0-5

2.000.0420-0.69-0.0017Female-water

2.440.0516-1.09-0.0021HH access to public water network

0.910.04130.220.0016HH head in mixed sector

-0.96-0.01242.490.0047HH head employed in private sector

2.390.0310-0.94-0.0015HH head employed in public sector

6.190.2605-1.08-0.0052Ln of expenditure

0.560.0064-1.00-0.0013No. of adults aged 65 years or over

-0.39-0.0023-0.95-0.0005No. of siblings aged 0-5 years

4.000.0407-1.02-0.0012Education level of the spouse of the HH 
head

2.670.0348-2.20-0.0041Education level of the HH head    

-5.04-0.01481.730.0006Household size 

-19.97-0.01851.270.0002Age squared 

21.480.4118-1.04-0.0028age 

-3.85-0.0877-0.99-0.0025Female 

zdy/dxzdy/dx

Only attending
school

Only in economic
activity

Variable

Marginal effects after Marginal effects after bivariatebivariate probitprobit regressionregression



GenderGender: : being a girl reduces for likelihood of benefiting being a girl reduces for likelihood of benefiting 
from schooling by eight percentage points; also more likely from schooling by eight percentage points; also more likely 
to be to be ““inactiveinactive””; little effect on work.; little effect on work.

AgeAge: : The analysis shows that the probability of a child The analysis shows that the probability of a child 
working increases with age (working increases with age (oppopp. cost or lack of access to . cost or lack of access to 
postpost--primary schooling).primary schooling).

Household sizeHousehold size. Children from large families are less likely . Children from large families are less likely 
to attend school and more likely to remain "inactive" at to attend school and more likely to remain "inactive" at 
home, though the effect is relatively small in both cases.  home, though the effect is relatively small in both cases.  

ParentsParents’’ educational statuseducational status. . Educational status negatively Educational status negatively 
related to work (weak effect), positively related to education related to work (weak effect), positively related to education 
(strong effect)(strong effect)

Key determinants of childrenKey determinants of children’’s work in Sanas work in Sana’’a:a:

Household incomeHousehold income. Strong positive relationship with . Strong positive relationship with 
school attendance, no significant relationship with work. school attendance, no significant relationship with work. 

Water availabilityWater availability: Access to a public water network has an : Access to a public water network has an 
important effect on schooling (five percentage points). important effect on schooling (five percentage points). 



Updated and reliable baseline estimate as policy targetUpdated and reliable baseline estimate as policy target

Qualitative data on the reality of childrenQualitative data on the reality of children’’s workplacess workplaces

Household choresHousehold chores

““Inactive childrenInactive children””

Impact of work on school and health; working studentsImpact of work on school and health; working students

Street children and other unconditional worst formsStreet children and other unconditional worst forms

Distinction between Distinction between ““street workstreet work”” and children working and children working 
on the streeton the street

““MappingMapping”” of actors involved in issues related to child  of actors involved in issues related to child  
labour in Sanalabour in Sana’’aa

Identifying programmatic gaps and good practicesIdentifying programmatic gaps and good practices

Data gaps:Data gaps:



Section 5.Section 5.

ACCELERATING PROGRESS TOWARDS ACCELERATING PROGRESS TOWARDS 
ELMINATING CHILD LABOUR: ELMINATING CHILD LABOUR: 

A DISCUSSION OF POLICY OPTIONSA DISCUSSION OF POLICY OPTIONS



Identifying an appropriate policy mix: general considerationsIdentifying an appropriate policy mix: general considerations
Integrated package of measures spanning a number of sectorsIntegrated package of measures spanning a number of sectors
Targeted at not only child labourers, but those at risk of CL anTargeted at not only child labourers, but those at risk of CL and d 
those affected by previous exposure to CLthose affected by previous exposure to CL


