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RICHARD STREET: In 1995, after a 20 year career in Business and Foreign Affairs, Richard Street started working in entrepreneurship development for young people.  Since then he has established and supported youth business programmes in 25 countries helping 70,000 young entrepreneurs.  He is a global expert on youth employability and entrepreneurship and an adviser to International Organisations on the creation of youth employment.    He has extensive experience in setting up and managing such programmes, building partnerships with business and training and advising volunteer business mentors to work with marginalised groups. He is currently working on projects in Ukraine and Syria to help young people prepare for a successful transition from school to work.   He is also a Trustee of Care International UK and a Governor of the top vocational training college in London.
Nader Kabbani: Nader S. Kabbani is an assistant professor of Economics at the American University of Beirut.  His research interests are mainly in the areas of education and training programs, youth employment and the school-to-work transition, and hunger and food assistance.  Kabbani received a BA in Economics from Claremont McKenna College in 1992, an MA in Public Management and Organizational Behavior from California State University, Sacramento in 1997, and a PhD in Economics from Johns Hopkins University in 2001.  Before joining AUB, he worked as an Economist with the Economic Research Service of the United States Department of Agriculture and as a Fellow and Legislative Consultant with the California State Senate and the Senate Office of Research.  He has published numerous articles in edited volumes and international journals, including the Journal of Human Resources and Teachers College Record.  Kabbani has done consulting-based research for several international and non-profit organizations, including the European Training Foundation, the World Bank, the United Nations, and the Finance Project in Washington, DC.

Yamama Al-Oraibi: Yamama Al-Oraibi is the Project Manager of SHABAB (Strategy Highlighting And Building Abilities for Business) in Syria.  Yamama received her BA and MA from the University of Cambridge in Middle Eastern Studies.  After completing her studies, she joined Coutts, a leading private bank in the United Kingdom, where she became a private banker for international high net worth clients.  During her career, Yamama attained the Investment Management Certificate and the Securities & Investment Institute Diploma.  After 4 years in private banking, she shifted her focus onto development issues in the Middle East.  The experience that Yamma gained from working in the financial world and in a large corporation has been a major asset to her in her new role with SHABAB, which she joined in 2005.  SHABAB is a national movement of local community action initiated by President Bashar al-Assad and guided by a Council, made up of partners from the business sector, government and civil society, which is chaired by the First Lady.  It focuses on boosting entrepreneurship amongst young Syrians along with developing their key skills in order to become productive employees and successful members of society. Yamama has played a key role in developing the strategies and programmes of SHABAB, whilst also building partnerships between the Syrian government, the business world, civil society and international NGOs to facilitate its advancement.
