MedChild’s Approach to addressing Children and Youth Health:
A Pediatric Center for the Mediterranean

(Presentation and debate for a Mediterranean sharing)

_________________________
Introduction by Bruno Musso

President of MedChild Institute
Established in 2004, but conceived one year earlier in Amman, MedChild is a “Mediterranean expression” with “institutional Italian features”.

Consistently with that you can found between the MedChild’s members the Arab Urban Development Institute as far as the Italian Minister for Foreign Affairs and the MIH Foundation (Mediterranean Institute for Hemathology), established by the Italian Government and now strictly cooperating with us. 

Created to «promote and pursue the child’s right to grow as person», MedChild is committed to understand and to improve the children’s condition in the Mediterranean always making reference to the child’s person. 

To be useful and effective on that we select the less satisfied needs for which we avail of the most qualified capacities (what is the case of pediatrics for instance) and we approach the problem always trying to combine “mission” with “entrepreneurship”. 

First of all, when we started, we tried to understand the situation and to share the information with other operators: Charting the Mediterranean Child as yearly statistical report, the last edition of which being presented today in the following parallel session, born for that and for that will be expressly submitted to your evaluation.

Second we tried to understand the recognized rights in view of their amelioration: for that we are promoting, together with Italian and Mediterranean universities, a Master on “Children Rights and their implementation”. 
As third we choose to bring out the best. In other words, instead of suggesting some new ideas, we prefer to select, to encourage and to disseminate the best initiatives for children, both institutional and spontaneous, that appear in different parts of the Mediterranean. So, starting from Dubai 2005, we created the MedChild Award for the Best Practices.

Finally we decided to intervene in a few sectors, starting from the pediatrics of course, which meets a wide need in the Area and considering, often in cooperation with AUDI, relevant themes like: early childhood care and development; education; interaction with the urban development; collection and distribution of Mediterranean games, toys and tales: by this way we intend to favor the children’s growth, the understanding of the different cultural and religious roots of the Mediterranean and a friend dialog among adults operating for the child.

On pediatrics we normally work with MIH, that is our founder and has similar mission and similar approach in terms both of ethics and methodology. 
The common goal we have is to introduce a high level of pediatric assistance in all the Mediterranean countries. So 
· we adopt every time is possible a complete and organic approach founded on “transfer of know-how, training, tele-assistance with hospitalization to Italy only for cases exceeding the present local capabilities”;

· and, to insure a real local capacity, we add to that our support for renewing the health structures with the related infrastructures;

· to be more effective we adopted also not conventional instruments like “land mobile units” or logistic ships of the Italian Navy, with which we realized diagnosis, care and dialog between our and local medical people; 
· we are developping tele-medicine networks for a larger penetration of the pediatric assistance; 
· and we have created the Clinical Trial Office for pediatric drugs, because the child is not a small adult as the market would and then pediatric drug must be conceived and tested for him. Special attention is paid to the pathologies disappeared from the most developed areas;

· in collaboration with universities, we try also to assimilate cultural approaches typical of the different Countries with a special consideration of the maternal care practices;

· and finally we pay permanent attention to the person of the child. 

This is a lot of projects, activities and instruments and it demands to be structured, consolidated and developed, may be in a Mediterranean Pediatric Center: in a sort of “dream project”, if you want (but what significant can we realize without a dream?), but a dream looking to a real and excellent pediatric hospital for the Mediterranean Area, constituted by the “Mediterranean sections” of the best hospitals, by the PCTO, by few mobile units and by a pediatric ship specially designed for that in view of a joint utilization with the Italian Navy. A project draft of MPC has been done and the final project can be concluded in the year 2007, while the research for financing the investments is on the way.

In parallel any possible intervention is activated, the most relevant being at present in the Iraqi Kurdistan, supported and funded by the Italian Minister for Foreign Affairs. We consider this one as our Pilot Project for checking and testing the above-mentioned instruments (ship excluded, of course!) as well as our ambition to favor a real meeting of peoples and so to give a minimum contribution to the construction of the Mediterranean peace. 

In this introduction I limited myself to sketch out the different initiatives and to stress the ensemble so to give an idea of our reasons, finalities and method. Now few aspects will be shown without any idea of deep and global presentation that should not be possible here. But, being, as I said from the beginning, a “Mediterranean expression” we want to present and debate the Pilot Project and the MPC today in this open forum.

Now:
· the PCTO (due to the absence for medical reasons of MD Ornella Della Casa Alberighi the paper will be presented by Dr. Marco Grazia); 

· the pediatric missions with the Italian Navy (Adm. Vincenzo Martines, head for health IN); 

· a profile of the Pilot Project and MPC (due to the absence for institutional reasons of MD Ilja Gardi the paper will be presented by Dr. Enrico Musso). 

After the presentations, we will have the comments of three discussant coming from Iraq and immediately after an open discussion.
___________________________

Before open the discussion let me add few strategic and qualifying points:

1. As the last paper shows there is a serious need of excellence pediatrics in the Mediterranean, less known but not less serious than the need of general health in Africa. 

2. We are ready to intervene with our specific capabilities and expertise, with the Italian Government support and with additional financial means that we are searching (and founding), but we don’t intend “to save the Mediterranean as Italians”: we intend “to save the Mediterranean as Mediterraneans”. So CPM is conceived as a qualified platform for a Mediterranean cooperation in which each of us will put what he can does.

3. Being the pediatrics development founded on the mobility of children, doctors and equipments, no embargo can be allowed against the children assistance! And we request the national and international institutions to insure this necessary condition.

4. The resulting pediatric system must be made available to satisfy the needs independently from the wealth, what can be done combining political decisions with specially conceived insurance finance, for which we consider ourselves committed too: health for children not for wealth!
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